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As Hon’ble Member, NITI Aayog, Government of India, Prof. Gobardhan Das brings to the 

esteemed institution extensive experience spanning scientific research, public health, higher 

education, innovation and academic leadership. 

An eminent scientist and academic, Prof. Das specialises in immunology, particularly host–

pathogen relationships, with areas of interest covering infectious diseases, allergy, asthma and 

autoimmunity. Prior to joining NITI Aayog, he served as Director of the Indian Institute of Science 

Education and Research (IISER), Bhopal. He earlier served as Professor at Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, New Delhi; Professor at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa; Senior Scientist 

at the International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB), New Delhi; and 

Senior Scientist at Aventis Pharmaceuticals in the United States. 

Prof. Das completed his B.Sc. (Chemistry Honours) from Visva-Bharati University, followed by an 

M.Sc. in Biotechnology from Jawaharlal Nehru University. He obtained his Ph.D. in Immunology, 

with a focus on host-pathogen relationships, from the Institute of Microbial Technology, 

Chandigarh, and subsequently undertook post-doctoral research at the Yale University School of 

Medicine in the United States. 

His academic and scientific distinctions include the Tata Innovation Fellowship, Fellowship of the 

Indian Academy of Sciences, Fellowship of the National Academy of Sciences, the 

Ramalingaswami Fellowship and the Wellcome Trust-DBT Senior Fellowship. He has also held 

visiting academic appointments at institutions including Johns Hopkins University, the University 

of Texas, the University of Technology Sydney and the University of Turku. In 2024, he was 

conferred an Honorary D.Sc. by Maharaja Surajmal Brij University. 
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